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Touch ing 


MARRIAGES 


And the Regiſtring thereof J 
| And alſo touching 


Births and Burials. 


Wedneſday the 24 of Auguſt, 1653. 
Edered by the Parliament, That this Act be forthwith Printed 
O and Publiſhed. 

Hen: Scobell, Clerk of the Parliament. 


— 
— 


London, Printed by Iohn Field, Printegto the Par- 
liament of England. 1653. 
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MARRIAGES 


And the Regiſtring thereof; 
And allo touching 


Births and Burials: 


Ke it Enacted by the Authoꝛity of 

. this preſent Parliament, That 

SS whoſoever ſhall agree to be mar- 

ried within rhe Commonwealth 

ok England, after the Nine and 
tfw0wentieth bay of September, 

the year One 3 fir hundzed fifty thee 


(33) 

(Hall (one and twenty days at leaſt befoze ſuch 
intended Marriage) deliver in Waiting, oz 
cauſe to be ſo delivered unto the Regiſter 
(hereafter appointed by this Act) foz the re- 
ſpective Pariſh where each party to be mar- 
rted liveth, the Names, Dirnames, Additt- 
ons, and place of abode of the parties ſo to be 
married, and of their Parents; Guardians 
o: Overſeers; All which the ſatd Regiſter 
ſhall publiſh oz cauſe to be publiſhed , thꝛee ſe- 
veral Zo2ds days they next following, at the 
cloſe of the Mozning Exerciſe , in the Pub⸗ 
lique Meeting place commonly called The 
Church oz Chappel ; 02 (if the parties ſo to be 
married ſhall deſire it) in the Market-place 
next to the ſatd Chureh oꝛ Chappel, on thꝛee 
Market days tn thꝛee ſeveral weeks next fol- 
lowing, between the hours of eleven and two; 
which being ſo — the Regiſter ſhall 
(upon requelk of the parties concerned) make 
a true Certificate of the due perfo:mance 
thereof, without which Certificate , the per- 
ſons herein after Authoꝛtzed ſhall not proceed 
in ſuch Marriage: And if any Exception 
ſhall be made againſt the ſaid intended Mar⸗ 
riage, the-Regiſter ſhall alſo inſert the ſame. 
with the name of the perſon making ſuch Ex⸗ 
ception, and their place of abode, in the ſaid 
Certificate of Publication, | 


And it is further Enacted, That all ſuch 
perſons ſo intending to be married, ſhall come 
befoze ſome Juſtice of Peace within and of 
the lame County, City oz Town Cozpozate 
where Publication ſhall be made as afozeſaid; 

and 


T 


'$ 3.38 
and ſhall bzing a Certificate of the ſaid Pub⸗ 
lication, and ſhall make ſufficient pꝛook of the 

conſent of their Parents o2 Guardians, if ei- 
ther of the ſaid parties (hall be under the Age 
of One and twenty years : And the ſaid Ju⸗ 
ſtice ſhall examine by Witneſſes upon Oath, oꝛ 
otherways (as he ſhall ſre cauſe) concerning 
the Truth of the Eertificate, and due per⸗ 
fozmanceof all the pꝛemiſes; and alſo of any 
Exception made 92 ariſing : And (if there ap- 
pear no reaſonable cauſe to the contrary) the 
Marriage (hall pꝛoceed in this maner : 


The Man to be married, taking the woman 
to be married by the hand, ſhall plainly 
and diſtinctly pꝛonounce theſe woꝛds: 

I A. B. do here in the preſence of God 
the Searcher of all Hearts, take thee C. D. for 
my wedded VVife; and do alſo in the preſence 
of God, and before theſe witneſſes, pro- 
miſe to be unto thee a loving and faithful 
Husband. þ 

And then the woman, taking the Man by 

the hand, (hall plainly and diſtinctly pzo- 
nounce theſe woꝛds: | | 

IC. D. do here in the preſence of God the 
Searcher of all Hearts, take thee A. B. for my 
wedded Husband ; and do alſo in the preſence 
of God, and before theſe witneſſes, promiſe to 
be unto thee a loving, faithful and obedient 


Wife. 
And 


(40) 


And it is further Enacted, That the Man 
and woman having made ſufficient pzoof of 
the Conſent of their Parents oz Guardians 
as afozeſaid, and exyeſſed their conſent unto 
Marriage, in the maner and by the wozds 
afoꝛeſaid, befoze ſuch Puſtice of Peace in the 
p:elence of two o2 moze credible witneſſes, 
The ſaid Juſtice of Peace may and ſhall de- 
clare the laid Man and Woman to be from 
thencefozth husband and Wife, andfrom and 
after ſuch Conſent ſo expꝛeſſed, and ſuch De- 
claration made, the ſame (as to the foꝛm of 
Marriage) ſhal be good and effectual in Law, 


And no other Marriage whatſoever within 


the Commonwealth of England, after the 


Twenty ninth day of September, in the year 


One thouſand ſix hundꝛed fifty three, (hall be 
held oz accompted a Marriage accoꝛding to 
tte Laws of England: But the Juſtice of 
Peace (befoꝛe whom a Marrtage ts folemnt- 
Zed) in caſe of dumb perſons , may diſpence 
with pzonouncing the words afozeſaid; and 
with joy ning hands in caſe of perſons that 
have not hands. : 


And that a true and juſt Accompk may be 
always kept, as Well of Publications, 
as of all ſuch Marriages, and alſo of the 
Births of Childzen, and Deaths of all 
ſo:ts of perſons within this Commonwealth; 
Be tt further Enacted, That a Book of 
good Uellum oꝛ Parchment ſhall be pzovided 
by every Pariſh, koꝛ the Regiſtring of all ſuch 


Marriages, and of all Bieths of — 
| an 


(41) 

and Burtals of all ſoꝛts of people within eve- 
ry pariſh ; foꝛ the ſafe keeping of which Book, 
the Inhabitants and Houtholders of every 
pariſh chargeable to the relief of the Pooꝛ, oz 
the greater part of them pzeſent, ſhall on 
oꝛ befoꝛe the Two and twentieth day of Sep- 
tember, in the pear One thouland ſix hundꝛed 
fikty three, make choice of ſome able and ho- 
neſt perſon (ſuch as (hall be ſ\Wo2n and app2o- 
ved by one Juſtice of the Peace in that partſh, 
Diviſion oz County, and ſo figniked under his 
hand in the ſaid Regiſter-Book) to have the 
keeping of the ſaid Book, who ſhall therein 
fatrly enter in wꝛiting all ſuch Publications, 
Marrtages, Births of Childzen, and Burt- 
als of all ſo:ts of perſons, and the Names 
of every of them, and the Days of the moneth 
and year of Publications, Marriages, Births 
and Burtals, and the Parents, Guardians 02 
Overſeers names: And the Regiſter in ſuch 
pariſh ſhall attend the ſaid Juſtice of Peace 
to ſubſcribe the Entry of every ſuch Mar⸗ 
riage: And the perſon fo elected, appꝛoved 

and \wozn, ſhall be called The Pariſh-Regiſter, 


and ſhall continne thꝛee years in the ſaid place 


of Regiſter and longer, until ſome other be 
choſen , unleſs ſuch Pultice of the Peace, 02 


the laid Pariſh with conſent of ſuch Juſtice, 
tall think fit to remove him ſooner : And fo2 


ſuch Publications and Certificate thereof, 
XI welve pence and no moze may be taken; 
and foz the Entry ofevery Marriage, Twelve 
pence and no moꝛe; and foz every Birth of 
Chude, Four pence and no moꝛe; and foꝛ eve- 


- ry Death, Four pence and no moꝛe : And foz 


Pub⸗ 
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Publications, Marriages, Births oz Buri⸗ 
als of pooz people who live upon Alms, no- 
ing ſhall be taken, And the ſaid Juſtice of 
Peace (it it be deftred) (hall give unto the par- 
ties fo married, a Certificate in Parchment 
under his hand and ſeal, of ſuch Marriage, 
and of the day of the Solemnization thereof, 
and of two oꝛ moꝛe of the witneſſes then pꝛe⸗ 
ſent; and the Yultices Clerk foz2 this Certi⸗ 
acate may receive Twelve pence and no moꝛe: 
And ik ſuch Certificate ſhall be produced to 
the Clerk of the Peace foz that County, and 
requeſt made to him to make an Entry there- 
of, Then the ſatd Clerk of the Peace is here- 
by required fo enter the ſame in a Book of 
Parchment to be p;ovided koz that purpoſe, 
and kept amongſt the Reco2ds of the ſaid 
Seſsions, and to reſtoꝛe the ſaid Certificate; 
fo: which Entry, the Clerk of the Peace may 
receive Four pence and no moꝛe. 


And be it further Enacted, That ik any per⸗ 
ſon by violence oz fraud ſhall ſteal and take 
away, oꝛ cauſe to be ſtolen oꝛ taken away, any 
perſon whatſoever, under the age of One and 
twenty years, with intent to marry the ſaid 
perſon in this Commonwealth, oz in any 
other place; ſuch perlon and perſons lo ſteal⸗ 
ing and taking away, oꝛ cauſing to be ſtolen 
and taken away, ſhail fozfeit his and their 
whole Eftate real and perſonal, one Half 
thereof to the Commonwealth, and the other 
half to the uſe of the party ſo taken away, 
to be recovered by any Suit on behalf of the 
Commonwealth; oz by any Action = - 

our 


that at any time herea 


| (43) 
Court of Reco2d, bzought by their Parent, 
Guardian oz Overſeer, and ſhall farther ſuf- 
ker ſtrict and cloſe Impꝛiſonment, and be kept 
to hard laboz in fome Houle of Coꝛrection 
oꝛ other publique v oꝛking houte during like; 
and every perſon that ſhall be convicted upon 
Indictment, Pꝛeſentment, oz by any due 
courſe of Law, foz aiding oz abetting any 
fuch violence oz fraud, ſhall be Impꝛiſoned, 
and kept at hard laboz (as afo:eſatd) during 
the ſpace of ſeven whole years next after ſuch 
conviction; and any nded Marriage, 
ſhall be obtained 
by any ſuch violence oz fraud, is hereby decla⸗ 
red null and void. 


And it is further Enacted, That where any 
Guardian oꝛ Overſeer ſhal betray any Truſt 
touching any childe, by ſeducing, ſelling oz 
otherways wil fully putting ſuch Childe in⸗ 
to the hands oz power of any perton who 
Gail marry fuch Chflde, without His oꝛ her 
free coulent, ſuch Guardtan oꝛ Overſeer ſhall 
fo:fetet double the poꝛtion which of right did 
belong to ſuch Chtide, one moyety thereof to 
go to the Commonwealth, and the other to 
the Childe ſo marrted as afozefatd, to be re- 
covered by any Action, Bikl, Plaint oz Suit, 
in any Court of Recozd,dy the party wzonged, 
oꝛ any other perſon on his oꝛ her behalf. 


Eo e , S 
dap of September, Out thouſand fir hundꝛed 


likty and tee, . conſent 


unto 
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unte Marriage ſhall ve Sixteen pears; and 
the age of a Woman Fourteen years, and not 
befoze; and any Contract oꝛ Marriage had oꝛ 
made befoze the reſpective Ages afozelatd, 
hall be vaidandofnone effect, ' 


And it is further Enacted, That the hear⸗ 
ing and determining of all Matters and Con⸗ 
troverſies touching Contracts and Marri⸗ 
ages, and the lawkulnels and unlawkulnels 
thereof; and all exceptions againſt Contracts 
and Marriages, and the diſtribution of Fo2- 
feitures within this Act, ſhall be in the power, 
and referred to the determination of the Ju⸗ 
ſtites of Peace in each County, City oz Town 
Coꝛpoꝛate, at the General Quarter Seſſions; 
doꝛ of ſuch other perſons to hear and determine 

the lame, as the Parliament ſhall hereafter 
appoint. e 


And be it further Enacted, That all and 
every Offence and Offences at any time oz 
times hcreaftercommittedo2 done upon 02 be⸗ 
youd the Sea, contrary to the Tenoꝛ and true 
intent and meaning of this Act, hall and may 
be tryed in any City, Town Cozpozate, 02 
County where the perſon oꝛ perſons ſo offend⸗ 
ing ſhall be appꝛehended oꝛ attached foz th 
Dffence oꝛ Offences akoꝛeſaid. Fd 


And it is alſo Enacted, That where there 
are \mall Pariſhes, oꝛ places not within any 
pariſh, oz no uſual Moꝛning-Exerciſe on the 
Toꝛds day in the afozeſaid Meeting-place , 
the Juſtices of Peace at their — 

ons, 


| (45) 

ſions, oꝛ any thꝛee oꝛ moꝛe of them, may unite 
two o2 mo2e fuch pariſhes, o2 ſuch places 
to other pariſhes (at their Diſcretions ) 
which ſhall be accompted one Pariſh, as to 
the matters onely within this Act; And one 
Negiſter to ſerve foꝛ ſuch pariſhes and places 
ſo united, 


And be it Enacted, That all and every the 
perſons tn this Act mentioned, may and ſhall, 
tn their ſeveral places by vertue hereof, putin 
execution all and every the Powers and Au- 
thoꝛities reſpectively to them limitted by this 
Act, Any Law, Statute, Cuſtom oz Uſage 
to the contrary notwithſtanding. And all 
Regiſter-Books foꝛ Marriages, Births and 
WBurtals already paſt, ſhall be deliveredgn to 
the Hands of the reſpectiveRegiſters appoint- 
ed by this Act, to be kept as Reco2ds, 


And it is lallly Enacted by this pꝛelent Par- 
liament, and the Authozity thereof, That 
this pꝛeſent Act (hall be in foꝛce in Ireland, from 
and after the Firſt day of December, which 
(hall be in the year of our Lozd, One thouſand 
ſix hundꝛed fifty and thee, 


——— 
—— — — 


Wedneſday the 24 of Auguſt, 1633. 


Oer by the Parliament, That this Act 
be forthwith printed and publiſhed. 


Hen: Scobell, Clerk of the Parliament. 
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